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I will  tell  you  some  things  about  my  church  work,  which 
you  will  not  think  strangely  of.  if  you  remember  that  these 
weak  Christians  have  not  generations  of  good  influence  be 
hind  them,  but  are  only  emerging  from  evil  customs.  And 
custom  here  is  quite  as  powerful  as  fashion  in  the  United 
States. 

. This  Batanga  Church  is  the  largest  in  Corisco  Presbytery, 
having  about  340  members.  It  has  had  several  different  mis- 
sionaries successively  as  stated  supply  in  the  last  eight  years. 
The  expectation  is  that  native  pastors  shall  be  raised  and 
trained  who  shall  give  all  their  time,  as  any  pastor  does  in 
America.  This  training  is  slow’  process.  The  pastor.s  them- 
selves need  much  episcopal  supervision. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  white  missionary,  with  many  other 
works  on  his  hands,  is  compelled  to  neglect  pastoral  w’ork 
entirely;  his  church  becomes  actually,  but  not  consciously^ of 
secondary  '^consideration;  the  sheep  w’ander;  and  discipline 
becomes  frequent,  but  spasmodic  and  inconsistent.  Often  of- 
fenders are  “.suspended”  from  the  table,  when  perhaps  a pri- 
vate warning^and  counsel  would  have  been  sufficient. 

When  I agreed  to  take  this  church,  I did  so  on  condition 
that  the  mission  should  not  hamper  me  with  other  work. 
And  I purposely  chose  to  live  in  this  Bongaheli  Cottage  right 
by  the  church,  and  near  the  villagers,  so  as  to  be  accessible  for 
them  to  come  to -me.  I do  not  go  much  to  them,  I am  so 
occupied  with  writing.  And  I have  tw’o  native  licentiate  as- 
sistants; one.  Kkitike,  I use  a.s  my  feet.  He  does  nothing  but 
itinerate.  My  parish  extends  three  miles  up  the  coast  to 
Lobi  River,  the  dividing  line  of  the  I^bi  parish,  and miles 
down  the  coast  to  the  boundary  of  the  Ubenji  Church,  and 
interiorward  anywhere  within  twenty  miles.  The  other  as- 
sistant, J?«bula,  takes  turns  with  me  in  the  pulpit  and  prayer- 
meeting  services.  I w’as  told  that  the  church  w’as  in  a bad 
state.  I hehl  a communion  in  November,  as  soon  as  I came. 
I refused  to  hold  a session  meeting.  My  seven  elders  desired 
to  have  some  offenders  disciplined.  Doubtless  they  deserved 
discipline,,  but  I refused  either  to  cut  off  or  to  baptize  any  till 
I became  acquainted  with  the  facts.  I wearied  my  eyes  in 
reading  the  minutes  of  session,  entered  by  four  different  mis- 
sionaries, for  the  last  eight  years.  The  minutes  w'ere  well 
kept,  but  the  register  was  not.  I found  at  least  fifteen  names 
of  persons  whom  the  elders  said  were  dead.  But  they  had 
not  been  so  marked  on  the  roll.  And  I found  twelve  other 
persons  whom  the  elders  asserted  were  members,  but  whose 
names  w’ere  not  on  the  register.  And  my  heart  sank  when  I 
counted  on  the  register,  out  of  the  340,  that  117  were  marked 
^vith  the  letter  “s”  (sus])ended).  A frightful  task  before 
me!  Some  of  them  had  been  suspended  for  the  last  six  years. 
Successive  missionaries  had  yielded  to  clemency,  and  the  of- 
fenders’ statements  that  they  would  repent.  And  yet,  they 
had  given  no  sign  of  repentance,  but  had  gone  on  in  their 
infractions  of  the  seventh  commandment,  even  to  bigamy, 
and  polygamy,  and  drunkenness,  and  liquor -selling.  Matters 
had  become  scandalous.  Members  saw  that  open  sinners  were 
still  called  “ Christians  ” because  their  names  were  on  the 
church  roll.  They  had  a pride  to  keep  the  name  there,  though 
they  neglected  all  church  services  and  all  Christian  duty.  1 
felt  it  was  time  that  judgment  should  begin  at  the  house  of 
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Ood.  I declined  to  baptize  any  new  ones  till  I had  purged 
the  old  ones.  I preached  a sermon  very  pointedly  on  Matt 
o:  29.  30,  to  strengthen  the  wayering.  and  to  warn  those  who 
had  gone  into  open  sin. 

Then  I read  the  entire  list  of  117,  pronouncing  their  names 
distinctly,  slowly  and  solemnly  (one  of  them  was  one  of  thb 
three  Batanga  natiye  kings),  citing  them  before  session  one 
week  thence,  and  inviting  them  to  come  to  me  alone  dur- 
ing that  current  week.  Some  fifty  of  them  were  inaccessible 
being  at  their  trading  in  the  interior.  But  news  travels  very 
fast  and  mysteriously  in  this  country,  and  I knew  my  sum- 
mons would  be  much  talked  about.  My  two  immediate  pre- 
decessors had  threatened,  but  had  not  done  it.  I sat  in  my 
room  all  the  next  week,  with  an  elder,  to  explain  any  case 
that  would  come  to  me  and  also  to  interpret.  For-my  mem- 
bers came  from  five  tribes;  the  language  of  some  of  them  1 
have  forgotten  or  do  not  understand.  Not  many  came  that 
week.  So  the  next  Sabbath  I preached  on  Matt.  16:  24,  and 
again  read  the  list  of  citations.  Last  week  was  one  of  the 
hardest  weeks  I have  ever  had  in  Africa.  Monday,  Tues- 
day and  Wednesday  I sat  in  session,  three  hours  each  morn- 
ing and  three  hours  each  afternoon.  had  sent  the  elders 
the  previous  week  to  give  a final  warning  to  the  more 
hardened.  And  I myself  went  to  Chief  (“King”)  B^bala. 
(The  elders  were  a little  afraid  of  his  position.)  ^ Our 
work  was  solemn  and  frightful.  I had  to  run  a deep 
plough-share.  Many  came.  To  all  who  showed  any  ten- 
derness, I felt  the  Saviour  say,  that  the  smoking  flax 
should  not  be  quenched.  But  to  such  as  made  false  pretense, 

1 tore  the  pretense  away,  and  either  gave  them  a time  limit 
to  leave  off  their  sins,  or  driving  them  to  a flat  choice,  some 
deliberately  told  us  to  drop  their  names.  Others  declined  to 
come,  and  sent  word  that  they  had  chosen  sin  and  preferred 
to  stay  in  it.  My  seven  Elders  are  all  good  and  true  men,  and 
honor  the  eldership.  (I  have  only  a casting  vote.)  And  they 
have  opinions:  sometimes  dividing  in  judgment,  and  needing 
my  casting  vote  when  only  four  or  six  happened  to  be  present. 
But  they  are  men;  and  all  native  men,  even  the  best  are  dis- 
posed to  be  hard  on  women  as  inferior  (?)  beings.  I found  a 
number  of  women  under  suspension  for  fighting  and  quarrel- 
ing. Now,  fighting  is  not  lovely,  and  still  less  commendable 
under  a woman’s  nails  and  tongue.  Such  railing  tongues  as 
these  native  women  have!  Nevertheless,  I will  not  suspend 
them  for  it.  They  are  oppressed  by  the  men,  and  their  tongues 
are  often  their  only  defense.  Do  not  think  I approve.  I will 
rebuke  privately,  and  counsel,  but  I will  not  have  them  rushed 
into  suspension,  where  a man  is  allowed  to  hang  on  for  years, 
committing  worse  offences.  Twice  I had  gently  to  check  one  of 
these  good  elders  in  the  severity  of  his  denunciation  to  a 
woman.  And  twice  I used  influence  to  alter  their  vote, 
once  in  a case  of  a man  whom  I wanted  them  to  excommuni- 
cate, and  they  did,  three  to  one;  in  the  other  case,  a woman, 
who  had  unfortunately  become  mixed  in  a polygamous  mar- 
riage which  I did  not  think  her  fault,  and  they  restored  her, 
three  to  one.  By  the  end  of  these  three  days  the  nervous 
strain  became  too  great  for  me.  On  Thursday  and  Friday  I 
held  session  only  three  hours  each  day  with  six  elders  pres- 
ent. ^ 
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As  a result  of  those  five  days*  work  we  excommunicated 
sixteen  men,  suspended  two  persons,  restored  from  suspen- 
sion eighteen,  and  debarred  one.  dismissed  three  to  another 
church,  arranged  for  three  Christian  marriages  (we  do  not  ' 

accept  native  ceremony),  and  were  offered  nineteen  infants  for 
baptism,  and  one  adult.  We  held  an  adjourned  meeting  Fri- 
day night.  When  nine  o’clock  came  there  were  still  waiting  1 

at  the  door  some  applicants.  I did  not  ask  for  what.  I was  I 

uHerly  exhausted,  and  directed  that  we  adjourn,  and  re-  ^ 

fused  to  have  any  meeting  on  Saturday.  I needed  to  pre- 
pare for  the  Sabbath,  March  3d.  I dreaded  that  Sabbath 
After  the  usual  opening  services,  I solemnly,  slowly  and  with 
prayer  preceding  and  following  each  list,  read  the  entire  re- 
sults as  I have  just  mentioned.  It  was  quite  impressive.  It 
would  have  been  more  so  if  the  sisters  had  not  taken  so  long 
to  put  on  their  Sunday  finery.  They  came  stringing  in  late, 
and  kept  my  three  deacons  very  busy  in  quieting  them.  For 
those  poor  women  seem  utterly  unable  to  adjust  themselves"' 
in  their  seats  without  making  some  remarks  in  a distinct  un- 
dertone to  their  neighbors.  I-^.have  had  to  speak  to  them 
sharply.  I have  not  found  this  peculiarity  in  the  women  of 
any  other  part  of  our  mission  field.  The  baptism  of  the  nine- 
teen infants  was  a sight.  I called  them  up  in  two  sections, 
the  parents  standing  in  a crescent  in  front  of  the  pulpit.’ 

Not  a babe  in  this  section  cried.  In  the  second  section  only 
one  babe  cried.  Two  in  the  second  section  were  of  the  woman 
whom  my  pleading  in  session  had  restored  to  the  table.  Her 
husband  is  a polygamist.  She  seemed  so  glad  to  brin^^  her 
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children,  and  she  does  not  know  how  to  thank  me  too  much. 
To-day  s)ie  brought  me  a plate  of  oysters. 

In  the  Sabbath  afternoon  we  held  communion.  Sister  won- 
dered ho\v  my  voice  held  out  in  all  those  prayers  and  ad- 
dresses. I think  Ood  helped  me.  Baptisms  are  always  more 
solemn  to  me  tl\an  even  the  table.  These  irrepressible  Ba- 
tanga  women  can’t  stop  talking  even  at  the  Lord’s  Table. 
And  it  is  a scandal  (see  1 Cor.  11:  22)  that  they  actually 
drink  too  much  of  the  wine.  I only  touch  my  lips — never 
have  actually  drunk.  One  of  my  predecessors,  seeing  this  evil, 
bade  the  elders  retain  the  cup  in  their  own  hands.  But  this 
seemed  to  me  to  be  treating  God’s  children  like  babes  and 
not  as  men  and  women  in  Christ  Jesus.  So  I bade  them  re- 
lease^ the  cup  and  to  observe  any  who  were  gluttonous  in 
drinking,  and  I will  make  that  gluttony  a matter  of  private 
warning,  public  rebuke,  or,  if  need  be,  suspension.  The  men 
do  not  offend  in  this  matter.  We  do  not  use  fermented  wine. 

* The  offering  taken  during  the  day  amounted  to  about  $20. 

So  ended  a long,  trying,  painful,  happy  week.  I have  a task 
before  me  yet  before  the  year  is  done,  ^ot  the  least  is  to 
manage  these  women.  Either  they  will  improve  or  they  will 
draft  on  my  nerves  enough  to  send  me  for  a rest  with  you. 
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I am  sent  to  the  IT.  S.  , by  Baraka  Station,  against  my  protest 


f 


and  under  oompalslon. 

I had  a heavy  cold  that^for  thre*  weeks^grew  with  a deep  cou|5i  , 


O 


and  symptoms  like  grippe.  I Ifist  appetite.  Sirs.  Cunningham  was  tired 
of  trying  to  find  what  I oonld  eat.  I was  becoming  weaker  with  pro- 
fuse night-sweats.  Mr.  Adams,  sick  from  Batanga,  with  Mrs.  Adams, 
were  visiting  Baraka  at  the  time.  On  Sat*y  June  13th,  I gave  up, 
and  went  to  bed.  Fearing  possibly  pneumonia,  on  Sabbath  June  14th,  I 
asked  Mr.  Milligan  to  send  for  French  doctor.  Doctor  came  in  afternoon 
of  Monday,  June  15th.  He  made  only  a slight  examination  of  my  chest 


(of  which  I had  taken  a great  deal).  Directed  syrup  of  Tol/tf,  and  cod- 
liver  oil.  After  doctor  had  gone,  Mr,  M,  came  back  and  tdld  me  that 
doctor  said  I was  worse  than  he  had  been  willing  to  tell  me,  and  that 
doctor  wished  me  to  go  to  Hospital,  to  be  under  his  special  care. 

I wondered,  but  did  not  (then)  doubt;  in  the  light  of  subsequent  events 
I think  it  was  a plan  of  Mr.  II.  and  Mrs*  C,  to  get  rid  of  responsibility 

e 

for  me,  and  thus  Mr,  M.  exa^rated,  if  not  worse.  I consented  to  go 
to  Hospital  on  one  condition,  l.e. , that^  in  no  way,  should  I ba  under 
the  care  of,  or  have  anything  to  do  with  a certain  R.  C.  Hun.  The  R. Cfc 
Mission  has  a Hun  located  at  Hospital,  for  religious  aid  of  R. C.  pat- 
ients; but  she  gives  assistance,  as  nurse,  to  others  who  are  willing 
to  receive.  But  she  is  not  a trained  nurse,  nor  a government  employee. 
When  Mr.  M.  was  a patient  in  Hospital,  he  was  charme^&d  with  her. 

All  my  life^from  childhood,  i have  detested  the  R.C.  Church,  its  or- 
ganization and  its  orders.  My  frotestantism  is  intense.  I have  never 
conversed  with  priest  or  nun;have  avoided  even  saluting  them;  and 


-s- 

u ■ 
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refas%  to  have  anything  in  any  way  to  do  with  them.  I told  Ur.  M,  all 
this;  and  he  repeatedly  assured  me  that  I need  have  ntthiag  to  do 

I 

with  the  womaiu  I consented  to  go,  I was  pleased  to  relieve  Urs,  C, 

And  he  sent  word  to  doctor  that  I would  come:  hut^I  think  he  did  not 
mention  the  oonditi'en  on  whLoih  I had  agreed  to  go.  My  native  female 
friends,  from  the  first,  had  hasted  to  my  help;  they  were  almost  the 
only  persona  who  helped  me  with  medlolne  and  nursing.  They  were  skill- 
ful with  massage;  and  they  rubbed  in  a native  oil  which  relieved  the 
pain  in  my  chest.  When  they  heard  I was  going  to  Hospital,  they  begged 
me  not  to  go.  Their  reasons  were:-  Almost  the  entire  native  pop- 
ulation dread  Hospital,  and  prefer  to  die  ontaide,  because  1.  jimam- 
inations  of  women  are  unneoessaridy  exposed.  2.  lut  little  food.  3. 
Medicine  at  long  inteyala  . 4.  Sli^t  attendance.  5.  Cut  off  from 
native  friends,  fji,  A fear  of  being  poisoned,  and  cut  up  as  surgical 
specimens.  With  all  these  reasons  (except,  of  course  the  last)  I had 
quietly  sympathized.  But  Ur.  C.  had  been  making  almost  a ovasade  of 
denunciation  because  people  would  not  go  to  Hospital.  They  came  to  Mrs, 
C.  with  their  ulcers;  and  she,  rather  than  send  them  away,  wearied 
herself  with  them.  Mr.  M.  even  advocated  churo)^  discipline,  for  what 
he  called  their  “superstition". Hat ives  had  replied  to  Ur.  C.*^,?lr. 
Milligan,  Mr.  Ford,  and  Mrs,  Znauer  speak  well  of  Hospital;  for^  as 
white  people,  they  were  treated  kindly,  But^^we  natives  are  not  treated 
kindly."  They  spoke  the  trut>.  But  I kept  quiet  on  that  subject,  and 
had  not  antagonized  Mr.  C. 

Also  , th^ was  another  mtlva,  reason  (in  no  sense  mine) 

When  'Ira,  C,  obtained  the  R,  C.  mulatto  widow,  Madame  Bizet,  as 
teacher  of  the  Mpongwe  School,  the  priest  sent  her  an  order  to  cease, 
under  pain  of  excommunication.  I encouraged  her  to  dare  the  excom. 
wa^rnfbUciy  -eg^e^u.u^m,tv,d» — 
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Zhe  was  publicly  exoommaxilcated,  and  priest  sent  bsr  wosd  that  botb 
sbe  and  I would  suffer  other  evils,  (of  this  I was  aware)  In  five  days^ 
!ladsme'B  out-houses  were  burned.  Almost  the  entire  oonoounltj,  blaoh 
ami  white,  ( including  Mr.  H.  ) believed  this  was  done  by  the  priest's 
order.  And  my  native  friends  feared  I might  be  injured  by  that  nun, 
under  priest's  orders.  1 smiled  at  the  idea.  (Observe^ I had  consented 
to  go  to  Hospital  while  aware  of  priestfs  throat;  I diiregarded  it) 

Bat,  to  assure  my  f fiends. I called  Mr.  M. , and  he  again  asserted  that 
the  woman  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  me.  Bat  he  was  very  angry 
at  my  ftiends  . And  thekest  morning  , Tuesday,  June  16th,  whei^ome 
came  to  inquire  after  my  health,  he  drove  them  away.  And  on  the  way 
to  the  Hospital*  he  was  provoked  at  me  for  frequently  stopping  the 
hamuook  to  reassure  the  women  who  anxiously  lined  the  road  to  see  me. 

At  Hospital^ we  were  received  hy  Hun;  she  took  me  to  my  room;  she  gave 
the  bell  I was  to  ring  for  food  etc. etc. ; she  gave  all  orders  to  the 
three  young  native  men,  the  doctor's  assistants.  Doctor  wee  not  present. 
I was  placed  solidly  in  her  hands!  Mr.  M.  left,  saying  he  would  re* 
turn  in  afternoon.  I was  put  to  bed;  dxy-oupped;  soup  was  brought  for 
food*  and  Hun  tens  with  two  enormous  tabloids,  and  dropped  one  into 
the  soup,  I swallowed  it.  But  I kept  the  other  (I  could  not  understand 
her  Jabber)  I wanted  to  know  whence  it  came,  and  what  its  purpose. 

Four  houss  later  I took  it,  aix  assistant  having  told  me  that  doctor 
sent  it.  That  was  the  only  medicine  given  me  while  I was  there.  When 
Mr.  M.  came,  X said  1 would  not  ranain  in  Hospital,  and  indignantly 
clic.rged  him  with  having  deceived  mo.  (Perhaps  I erred  in  making  this 
charge,  hut  I was  angry,*  end,  if  he  was  Innocent  in  having  gotten  me 
Into  a trap*  he  should  have  helped  me  o)^.)  He  flew  into  a rage.  And 
we  had  a had  hour.  The  lie  was  given  hy  each.  Being  weak,  my  anger 
soon  ceased,  hut  he  kept  on:  "What  was  I af%<^o^  ' 


/ 


of?*"lIothine  *•  "Did  I fear  the  Ban?"  "Ho.*  He  imperlotialy  demandei^ 

Did  I believe  she  would  injure  mo.  "Mr,  M.  , 70U  know  perfectly  well 

that  any  subordinate  In  any  H.  C.  Order  is  bound  to  obey  toy  order 

from  a superior."  " That's  no  answer;  answer  mej*  "I  do  not  wish  to, 

you  will  misinterpret^  mo."  "InswerJ"  "Yeo,  hypothetically  ." 

He  flew  inc^  a pawaion;  called  me  insane;  told  me  I lied,  in  that  I 

had  at  first  said  "Ho";  would  not  listen  to  my  explanation,  that  , 

while  I believed  she  would  injure  if  ordered,  I did  not  believe  the 

priest  would  dare  to  give  the  order.  "Here  you  are,  and  here  you  shell 

<4. 

stay."  I asloed,  "Ho  you  carry  your  authority  so  far  as  to  relti8|^  mo 
the  Station  hammook-bearers  ?"  "Ho*.  fThat  I took  as  a consent  to 
send  them)  As  he  left,  saying  perhaps  he  would  come  in  the  morning, 

a 

I said,  "And  send  the  hanmock,"  I thon||irt  he  assented;  he  says  hedid 
not.  He  went  to  the  doctor,  and  told  him  1 was  insane.  He  went  to 

A.  ^ 

Baraka,  and  p^ifve%ted  the  Cunninghams  end  Mrs.  A.,  by  telling  them 
I was  Insane,  and  that  I was  leaving  Hospital  in  fear  of  being 
poisoned.  Hoetor  came  smilingly  with  Hun  and  three  assistants,  and 
asked  the  matter.  I suppressed  my  real  reason,  and  told  him  that 
the  Hospital  was  lonely,  and  that  I longed  for  sympathy  of  native 
friends.  He  kindly  offered  to  loan  me  the  dry-cups  for  myself  to  use 
at  Baraka.  (In  my  heart  I quite  agreed  with  the  peoples'  objeotione 
to  Hospital^,  I had  received  little  medicine,  poor  food,  cut  off  from 
ooi^pany,  no  attendance.  I had  to  get  out  of  bed  on  the  cold  cement 
floor  for  a drink  of  water,  vessel,  closing  of  door  or  window,  etc. 
Passed  a wretched  nl^t  under  the  abhorred  R.C.  Insignia.  Hext  da^ 
Wed'y  Juno  17th,  Mr.  M.  came  late  with  Mrs.  A,,  whom  he  sent  in  to 
argue  with  me,  I refused  to  argue.  Erplained  to  her  that  I was  leaving 
Hospital  because  of  my  intense  Protestantism,  and  not  in  any  way,  be- 
cause of  fear  of  being  injured.  She  admitted  that  she  had  iiot  so 
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understoot.  She  brought  a message  from  llps.  C.  that,  if  I dared  to 
leave  the  Hospital,  though  she  would  not  refuse  me  food,  she  would 
give  it  unwillingly.  I oould  not  believe  the  inbamar  message,  but 
Mrs.  A.  reasserted  it,  I ashed  her  to  leave  the  room  that  I mi^t 
rise  and  dress,  Mr.  M,  came  in,  and  I told  him  that,  rather  than  stay 
in  that  E,0,room,  I would  creep  onto  the  highway  and  die  there.  He 
was  very  angry.  He  said,  "If  you  dare  to  leave  here,  don't  come  to 
Baraka.  There's  no  weloone  for  you  there.  So  and  stay  with  Anyentyme 

A 

^This  is  the  native  Christian  lady,  daughter  Mary's  nurse,  for  my 
visiting  of  whom  too  often  (as  was  charged)  Mr,  M.  had  written  you  the 
insinuations  of  that  letter  of  1900.3  I refused  to  talk.  Hejleft,  say- 
ing perhaps  he  would  come  in  afternoon  . It  was  Just  11A.K,  Food  was 
being  brought  in:  the  first  gljren  me  that  day.  I dressed,  and  waited 
for  the  hammocl^  until  4 P.M,  Then  I carried  my  heavy  double  woolen 
blanket,  as  possible  beddlng^if,  failing  to  be  able  to  walk  the  1.5/4 
miles  to  Baraka,  I ^oulS  stay  in  some  native's  house;  and  I left 
the  Hospitals  I bade  good-bye  to  Bun  Snd  doctor/  going  to  their  rooms 
for  that  purpose. 

As  I was  leaving  Ihe  premises,  I was  discovered  by  the  Station 
hammock-bearers,  who  hasted  to  me.  They  said  they  had  been  waiting 
there  all  the  afternoon,  forbidden  by  Mr.  M.  to  report  to  me  until  he 
should  come.  They  carried  me  to  Baraka,  It  was  too  true  that  there 
"was  no  welcome  for  me  there,"  I was  not  even  saluted  as  I entered 
the  house.  Baring  the  subsequent  days^I  did  not  take  to  my  bed,  but 
sat  in  my  axmchalr,  and  read  or  wrote,  Bert  morning,  Thurdda^,  June  18, 
after  breakfast,  Mr.M. , Mr.  C.  and  Mrs.  A.  (as  a visitor  she  should 
have  kept  out  of  the  affair)  came  to  my  roosu  Mr.M.  did  all  the  talk- 
ing, A long  tirade,  full  of  contempt  and  sarcastic  abuse.  I kept  silent 
e 

until  he  rpeated  his  falsehood  about  my  fearing  the  Bmi,, 
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As  it  had  been  twice  explained  to  him,  st  that  he  knew  it  was  false, 

I did  not  hesitate  to  tell  him  it  was  a lie.  Then  be  stated  that  he 
had  a certificate  from  Doctor,  to  this  intent,  "Though  Dr.  Ifassan  is 
not  insane,  he  is  in  a dangerous  state  of  health,  and  is  required 
to  leave  by  first  steamer,"  The  certificate  was  not  shown  me.  I am  not 
sure  there  actually  was  one.  I had  not  asked  for  furlough.  It  was  a 
conspiracy.  Mr.M.  demanded,  "Do  you  content  to  go?"  "Ho,  I will  stay, 
and  you  get  me  the  medicines  doctor  ordered  for  me,"  "Ho,  we  don’t 
want  the  care  of  you".  "I  am  not  asking  for  your  care,  I have  received 
almost  none  from  you  , Get  me  the  medicines,  and  I will  care  for  my- 
self," "Ho,  we  want/;^^)t  no  responsibility."  "Then,  give  me  a month's 
health-change  to  Batanga,  my  sister  will  care  forme  , and  I will 
return."  "HO^  we  don't  want  you  at  all;  regret  that  we  invited  you  last 
Dedember, " Mr.  C.  in^as  displeased  because,  with  my  p^pular^lJ  among 
the  natives,  my  example  in  leaving  Hospital  would  sender  futile  all 
his  efforts  to  compel  them  to  go  there,  I told  him  that  he  and  I would 
never  differ/^  on  any  moral  prineiXpe,  and  that  I tj^ou^t  he  had  no 
rl^t  to  force  the  natives  on  a matter  of  choice  such  as  the  Hospital^ 


and  that  even  on  that  point,  I had  aw^ided  antagonising  him. 

As  I still  refused  to  consent  to  go,  Mr,  M,  said  my  salary  should  be 
stopped,  and  I left  stranded  with  no  funds  for  medicine,  boarding  etc. 
Weak,  and  sick  and  beaten  down,  I could  not  fight  for  my  right^ 
and  i "yielded  to  oanpulsion,"  I adddd,  "But,  steamer  may  be  here  to- 
morrow, and  I am  not  strong  enou^  to  do  all  packing  in  one  day," 

"01  well^  pack  for  you  ,"  I accepted  their  offer:  but  I did  not  regard 
it  as  a kindness,  only  a desire  to  hasten  the  getting  rid  of  me, 

Mr, C,  »ind  Mrs. A.  summoned  four  young  men  of  the  best  native  assistaztts; 
and  did  a good  deal  in  two  hours,  BUT  it  exhausted  me;  for  they  could 
not  work  faster  than  I could  direct  them  as  to  certain  articles  for 


oertaia  trunks.  The  following  three  days  Friday.  19th,  Sat/y  20th 
and  Sah.21st,,  I was  negleoted.  Ho  medicine  was  obtained,  no  food 

between  meals* 

Mrs.  C.  ^id  withdrawn  her  skilled  servant  who  had  attended  to 
my  room,  to  wait  on  Mr^.  A.  Mr.  M.  had  substituted  one  of  his  Pang 
lads;  but  the  boy  was  not  directed,  he  shirked  and  did  nothing  for 
me  but  roughly  make  up  the  bed.  I had  to  attend  to  the  vessels  aho 
myself.  After  churchy  on  SabbathC  which ^of  course,  I could  not  attend) 
two  native  Christian  women  came,  and  were  shocked  to  see  my  sur- 
roundings. They  made  up  the  bed  neatly,  cleaned  the  vessels,  and 
swept  the  floor.  My  only  help  those  days  were  natives.  I was  grow- 
ing weaker  with  the  night— sweats. 

On  Monday^  June  22nd.  . the  steamer  came.  Mrs.  C.  began  to 
send  in  tea  to  me  between  meals.  She  came  and  made  some^ame  excuses. 
The  packing  was  completed  by  Mr.  C.  In  the  eve^ning  Mr.  M.  suav 
prised  me  with  an  offer  of  medicine.  During  all  these  days^I  did 
not  make  a single  complaint  or  recrimination.  I smiled  and  thanked 
for  any  exhibition  of  humanity  toward  me.  My  only  anger  (and,  wrong 
if  any)  was  confined  to  that  one  hour's  altercation  in  the  Hospital. 

On  Tuedday  June  23,  a few  minutes  before  7 A.  M.  breakfast  , 
a n^i^’eiil^^^one  of  the  best  educated  o#  Mpongwe  women,  came  in 
haste  a mile  from  her  house^to  give  me  a good-bye  prayer.  A pathetic 


little  petition  placing  me  in  Odd's  hands,  for  the  ;Joumey.  On  our 
knees  we  both  broke  down  in  tears^  She  is  one  of  those  whom  Mr.  M. 
would  discipline  for  "superstltlw*.  J After  breakfast.  Mr. 

igte^veiy  nicely,  and  proposed  that  I^sjippreSi'^alir mention 

Whole  affair,  aad^xeftw^o  IsTlifth  Ave.  that  I was  re- 

to  the  steamer,  and 


tuml] 


furlou^  • I refusede 


sailed  in  the  aftemooiu 


£u,  y 3'*^^ 


^ /^2q:  ^ 


JP 


tl-e_j«-^  ^ tf_a_qf  97-t.t:tU-  fjP  '=>ic-^/^  '">-»-tA^  ~ 

^ ftzz^  c^~f-^ 


' 1 


folio. vin^  ro.jort , vhioh  was  adcoted: 


The  Committee  on  Africa  and  the  Executiv 


Communicat ions  w'ere  presnted  from  t Executive  Com'rittee  and 


ouncil  presented  the 


from  the  West  Africa  ’'ission, regarding  the  BoaiB*s  action  of  November 
20th, lw99, authorizing  the  :^ef  .Dr*R.H.TTassau  to  lingago  in  literary  work, 
and  asking  the  Board  to  confirm  the  Missi' n actiion  assigning  Or. Nassau 
to  the  ^atan.j;a  Station.  The  Committoe  feels  t>lit  it  is  inexpedient  to 


reconcider  the  decision  of  November  20th, but  it  calls  the  attention  of 


the  Mission  and  of  .^r.^’assau  to  tho  fact  that  the  board's  action  is  not 
Inconsistent  v'itl-  the  performance  by  Dr. Nassau  of  a reasonable  amount 
of  missionarj  •’/orkjthat  indeed  it  assunod  such  work, and  that  tho 
Board’s  action  did  not  indiciite  the  station  at  w^’ich  pr. Nassau  should 
be  located.  While  recognising^  the  naturalnosc  |f  Dr.’rasaau's  desire 
to  go  to  L±brGville,wo  feoi  thit  the  Board  cannot  wisely  ignore  the 
considerations  advanced  in  the  letters  from  the  field, an  that  it  must 
t)1ierefore  support  the  ission  in  its  oonviction  that  the  interests  of 
the  vsro3!^  can  he  boat  subserved  by  Dr. Nassau's  assignment  to  the 
Batan^a  Station.  (Action  Executive  Committee, West  Africa  "ission, 
•'eceived  "ay  31st;  letters , Rev. R. IT. ''illifran  and  eight  others,  larch  1st; 


\ 


3-'98-5'’.ooo. 


RETURN  AFTER  FIVE  DAYS  TO 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

OF  THE 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 

156  FIFTH  avenue,  NEW  YORK. 


O/) 


OuLAOUyi 


G 


a 


Cable  Address: 

INCULCATE,”  new  YORK. 
A.  B.  C.  Code,  4th  Edition. 


Office  of  Secretary. 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

OF  THE 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S,’A. 
156  Fifth  Avenue. 


New  i8g 


Pov.  ?v.  It.  N«RRan,  D.  D., 

Tnitovillo,  Ocean  Co.,  N.  J. 

Hy  Pear  Or,  Maf=!Ban: 

You  'have  of  course  learned  lore  this  that  our  beloved 

I 

Pr.  Gillespie  hf*s  passed  aray,  so  t>iat  your  idttcr  of  the  P,lst  Inst, 
cones  to  Tiy  tosK.  I an  sorry  learn  that  jjou  have  not  received  let- 
ters rhlch  have  already  been  sent  to  you.  'Ve  forrarded  then  to  the 
address  r'aich  vs  sirrposed  to  be  correct,  nanel;’-;  - ’'".'hltes" , 3.  I.ake- 


vooa,  Ooea?!  Co. 


I'l . J . 


7o  shall  inriod  late]  J--  ask  the  postnaster  at 


T<akeTood,  'I.  J.  to  send  then  to  'Vhitcsvilio,  If  they  are  in  his  hands, 
as  t>’.ere  is  no  post  orifice  at  3.  Lakerood  that  ve  knor  of. 

I had  pleasiire  in  presentinjp  the  Yinjites  of  the  Annual  Ileet- 
in2  ait  the  meeting  of  t]\e  Board  held  Fob.  20th.  '."hen  thi;  follorlng  ac- 


tions relating  to  your  translai  ions,  and  to  the  Bible  Society,  vere 


taken:  - * 

"The  'Coard  learned  vith  gratification  of  the  p-ogress  rhich 
has  been  made  by  Dr.  Nassau  in  translating  various  books  of  the  Old  and 
N07’  lestajaents  into  Bonga,  and  it  united  rith.  the  Mission  in  expressing 
its  than.Ks  to  pr.  Nassau  for  his  valuable  services.  The  Board  approved 
t>ie  Mission's  recjuest  to  the  American  Bible  Society  to  print  this  trans- 
lation, and  alfo  1.he  revised  translation  of  the  Pour  Gospels  and  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles,  as  soon  as  they  are  completed  by  tiie  Nev.  Melvin 
Prasor  and  the  Rev.  C.  '8,  Mo  Oleary,  the  Executive  Council  to  corres- 
pond rith  the  Bible  Society  on  the  subject." 

"The  Board  voted  to  transmit  the  request  of  th<'!  Gaboon  5:  Cor  is 

Mission  to  the  /jaerican  Bible  Society  for  permission  to  allor  the 
Rev.  U.  Telsseres  to  mate  use  of  those  portions  of  the  Mpongre  Bible 
Thich  it  has  heretofore  printed,  as  a basis  for  a revision  ^hich  he  has 


o 


i 1 

beon  authorizofi  to  make  and  xbioh  for  special  reasons  is  to  be  printed 
by  the  British, and  Foreign  Bible  Bociety."  j 

The  ~oard  c oral  ally  united  rith  th^  Gaboon  & Corisco  Llission 
in  expressing  Its  hearty  thariks  to  the  Anerlc4i  Bible  Society  for  its 
valuable  cooperation  in  the  printing  of  the  sotriptures  in  the  native 
tongue,  a cooperation  t ithont  rhich  our  ’rorkrould  have  been  seriously 

crippled.”  | 

[ rrlte  to-day  to  the  Araerican  Bible  Society  transmitting 

another  couv  of  these  actions,  arid  I most  heartily  unite  xith  the  'lis- 

I « 

Sion  and  the  Betrd  in  congrat.ulating  you  upon 
ble  rf<rX. 


As  al 

i 

of  the  Treasury 


V<M 


ri-i  tors  relating  to  st earners  lei ong  in  the  depai'tment 
, ilr.  Hand  , I shall  refer  to  lim  that,  paragraph  of 
ir  lett.or  iny'hioh  you  y-eror  to  the  po'-sibio^^y  of  Hr.  Xerr  naXing  a 
complaint . 


'our  spilendid  and  valua- 


Y 


lordtally  yourn , 


/ 


U 


3*  98->5>ooo- 


RETURN  AFTER  FIVE  DAYS  TO 


THE  Board  OF  Foreign  Missions 


OF  THE 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 

156  FIFTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK. 


Re 


U 


V 


L 


Ocea?i  Co. 


- 2 


I 
( 

Ing  plaoee  Ir.  Meir  Yorx.  The  expense*  will  titus  toe  oompsratlvely  email 
and  as  the  In »ernatlonal  Miselonary  Uhlon  at  Clifton  springs  will  open 
at  about  the  time  our  Conference  ©"losee,  you  can  go  directly  from  here 
to  Clifton  Springs. 

A printed  programme  of  the  ConferenoM  will  toe  sent  yoti  as 


soon  as  it  is  ready. 


Sincerely  yowrs. 


Cable  Adcrcss 
'*  I NCULCATE,'*  Yobk. 

A-  a c.  Code.  4'  < edition. 


THE  Board  of  foreign  Missions 

OF  THE 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 

156  Fifth  Avenue. 

OFFICE  OF  Secretary. 

New  York,  , -..^i8g  B 

lo 

Missionaries  on  Purlowghr, 

Dear  iriends: 

1 me  socond  Annual  Conferenoe  of  the  Board  »lth  newly  ap- 

I 

pointed  missionaries,  will  he  held  In  the  Assemhly  EDcm,  16C  Fifth  Ave, 
N.  y.  City,  Jtme  8-15  inclusive.  The  ob;}a8t  of  the  Conference  is  to 

i 

give  siiitahle  instruction  and  counsel  to  those  who  rill  go  to  the  field 
this  year,  and  also  to  form  with  them, those  relations  of  personal 
friendship  which  aTe  so  pleasant  and  helpful.  The  Conference  last 
year  proved  to>  he  a time  of  ejcceptlonal  interest  and  profit,  and  we  an- 
ticipate an  equally  enjoyable  conference  this  year.  The  lectures  and 
addresses  will  he  delivered  by  officers  and  members  of  the  Board,  and  a 
few  Invited  friends. 

Wo  have  great  pleasure  on  behalf  of  the  Board  In  cordially 
inviting  to  this  Conference  all  missionaries  nor  on  furlough  In  the 
United  States,  The  themes  to  be  discussed  of  course,  will  concern  your 
work  as  well  as  thsfc  of  the  new  missionaries,  while  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  Board  will  be  particularly  glad  of  the  opportunity  to 
come  Into  closer  personal  touch  with  each  of  you. 

We  regret  that  it  will  not  be  possible  for  the  Board  to  defray 
your  expenses,  but  if  you  will  Isssedlately  commiuloate  with  the  Trea^ 
urer,  Mr,  Cha^,  W,  Hand,  at  this  office,  he  will  have  pleasure  in  se- 
curing  reduced  rates  for  you  over  the  railroads  and  at  suitable  board” 


RETURN  AFTER  FIVE  0AY8  TO 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

OF  THE 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 

156  FIFTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK. 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 


‘s  Office 


OF  THE 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 


!B6  Fifth  Avenue. 


P.  O.  Box  F,  Station  O. 


New  York, 


Uw^  ^ • 


V ^ 
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RETURN  AFTER  F(VE  DAYS  TO 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

OF  THE 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 

156  FIFTH  avenue,  NEW  YORK. 


Cable  Address: 

tNCULCATE,”  NEW  YORK. 
A.B.C.  Code,  4th  Edition. 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

OF  THE 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A 
166  Fifth  Avenue. 


Office  of  Secretary. 


New  ....April. 


i8<^ 


Dr.  R.  H.  NaBsnu, 

V/liltesville,  Ocean  Co.,  N.  J. 

My  dear  Dr.  Nassau: 

Can  you  give  me  a short  article  of  one  or  two  pages 
on  Africa  at  ae  early  a day  as  possible?  Someth\n,"  that  you  would 
write  c\u:rent€  enlamo.  A.lnoHt  nrr/thinr:  thPt  you  would  turn  off  would  bn 
acceptible,  rM  as  Africa  is  the  field  for  oixr  monthly  concert,  and  as 
the  editor  Is  very  anxious  to  £:et  ever'/thinc  in  at  as  early  a day  next 
week  as  possible,  liay  I of  emergency  article? 


VorT''  sincerely  yours, 


j 7 


T iGN  Missions 


N Chur\h  in  the  cl  S.  a. 
6 Fifth  Avenue.  \ 


New  York, 


November  4th»  1699 . 


My  Dear  Dr.  Nassau:- 

I am  going  to  discharge  my  consoienos  once  again 
of  the  burden  that  is  on  it,  in  connection  with  that  Fetich  book  that 
Miss  Kingsley  says  you  ought  to  write.  Speaking  quite  seriously,  I 
do  want  to  urge  you  to  consider  the  matter  of  doing  sonething  more 
than  that  which  you  did  In  the  paper  that  you  presented  here  before 
the  Society  for  the  study  of  Comparative  Religion.  You  have  had  an 
experience  in  Africa^ and  you  have  a knowledge  of  its  conditions,  and 
on  this  particular  subject,  as  Miss  Kingsley  says,  almost  unsurpassed, 
perhaps  not  surpassed  at  all.  You  do  owe  it  to  yourself  and  to  the 
following  generation  to  take  some  time  to  set  down  for  us  and  for  them 
what  you  know.  Please  do  not  dismiss  this  suggestion  In  the  modest 
way  in  you  have  always  turned  it  aside  when  I have  spoken  to  you  about 
it.  Of  course  our  main  mission  work  is  done  out  on  the  field,  in 
taking  the  Gospel  with  111  its  blessings  into  the  lives  of  men;  but  a 
part  of  our  missltn  Work  is  surely  the  enrichment  of  the  general 
knowledge  of  mankind.  And  I believe* God  has  given  you  your  experience 
and  your  acquisitions  for  a greater  use  even  than  has  thus  far  been 
made  of  them.  Now  please  begin  to  block  out  your  book  rl^t  away, 
on  Petiohism,  or  on  African  Religions,  or  on  whatever  you  decide  to 


With  warm  regards. 


call  it 


New  York, November  24,1899 


The  Rev, R.H, Nassau, D.D, , 


My  dear  Dr. Nassau :- 


Mr. Speer  has  referred  to  me  your  letter  of 


November  9th, as  he  felt  that  any  action  to  be  taken  thereon  should 
originate  with  me.  I of  course  read  the  letter  with  very  deep  and 
sympathetic  interest.  I cordially  concaxr  in  the  opinion  of  Miss 
Kingsley  and  Mr. Speer, and  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  Noveinber  20th 


I had  pleasure  in  presnting  for  the  Executive  Council  the  following 
Minute, which  was  imanimously  adopted: 


"In  view  of  the  wide  and  varied  information  possessed  by 


the  Rev. Robert  H. Nassau, D. D. , of  the  West  Africa  Hiss  ion, regarding 
the  customs  and  traditions  of  the  tribes  on  the  west  coast, and  the 
importance  of  putting  that  knowledge  into  some  permanent  form, the 
Board  requested  Dr. Nassau  to  prepare  a volxuae  or  volxxmes  on  the 
subject, and  it  directed  the  West  Africa  Hissioix  to  assi(7i  him, on 
his  return  from  his  furlough, to  such  form  of  missionary  work  as 
will  give  him  the  necessary  leisure  and  opportunity.  It  is  of 
course  understood  that  the  Board  does  not  assume  responsibility  for 
the  expense  of  publishing  the  volume  when  prepared, but  it  does  not 
doubt  that  some  publishing  hoxise  will  be  glad  to  print  it." 

I enclose  a copy  of  a letter  which  I have  just  sent  to  the 
West  Africa  Mission, and  which  will  inform  yoxi  not  only  of  the  final 
action  in  the  case  of  Mrs. Marling  and  of  Capt.Menkel  but  of  the 
wishes  of  the  Board  regardirxg  yoxir  future  work. 


^Of  should  be  very  glad  if  oorte  iudi-vid-tial  will  trun 

trihutw  »,}■. otU  , tho  oum  neo ggS^yf^  o-ftlary  while 


3 


of  *sJa  honora/^  nmDS^*  of  tl.e  ; i s s rfcn<w i th  ti  e priviJ\'3e  of  at 


exi  O'-i  o\f  -aj' t ;en.kel^'?/Ke  riade  a fiill  voti  ng:  rimt'or  of  tho 


We  liave  lonj  fe]  t that  Pr, Nassau  1\hs  a kr.owlect'^e  of  tlie  oiis- 
tons,  traditions  and  folk  lore  of  tlie  tribes  on  the  west  ooast  of 
Africa  which  is  as  valuable  as  it  is  tutinue.  We  syiri’ ati'.i^e  witli 


{jrcatly  disturbed  to  tl.ink  of  tlie  knowled,:e  of  African  folk 


o).c  i 


lore  which  v.ill  fie  with  Pr.N.assau,  Of  cours'j  v/e  know  th.at  oth.cr 


ino'iibci’s  of  t).e  iission  are  as  i/iucli  interosteu  in  tliat  qiiestion  as 


he, but  the  exceptional  ly  long  i-eriod  of  his  service,  thirty-seven 


qualify  hin  to  a rcnarkable  uecree  for  the  perfoniujioe  of  such  work. 

'i'J'.e  llJoard  feels  that  the  preparation  of  a volume  or  volio.ies  on 
tliat  {jenoral  subject  woulci  bo  a micsionarf  labor  wiiich  would  be  of 
f'reat  value,  Accordinr;!.'  at  the  in-etins  of  the  oard  hoii^ember  iiOth 
the  followinjj  action  was  taken; 


“In  view  of  tlie  wire  ano.  varied  infonnation  fosscssocl  by 
the  Kev, Robert  ?d,ha5sau,ri  .P,  ,of  th-e  V<est  Africa  :;i8sion,re,;;e.rainc 


the  custo;;iS  anci  trauitions  of  fhe  tribes  on  the  west  coast, and  th.o 
irip’Ortancfl  of  puttin';  that  knowlenije  into  some  p-^naanent  fom,»h.e 


rioarcl  requested  Pr. Nassau  to  prepare  a voliuae  or  volumes  on  thiC  sub- 
ject,and  it  (iirecteu  tl^.e  West  Africa  I'ission  to  assi'^n  l'ira,on  1 is 


• - ’ v 


rotv.rn  fron  Ivis  furloiich,to  siich.  Torn  uf  r/  work  9r>  will 

give  hin  the  necessary  leisure  anu  upi  ortiinit/.  It  is  of  course 
understood  that  tlie  'ioard  dors  not  assiuie  resj^on sibi lity  for  the 
exi’f.nse  of  publishing  tl'.f;  voliuie  when  i)rei*area,but  it  uots  not 
doubt  that  some  publishing  house  will  be  glad  to  print  it*** 


//’.  y/J,,,,//. 


f/  ~ 


yy,U 


. ^///  ' - Ayy.j/ 
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y <Y<uy^ 

?6  ''yY<S  ‘ //yj  /^-  / /< 
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January yy,  1900. 


To 

Rev.  Dr.  Robert  Hamill  NasV^^ai, 

Lambertv j lie , N . J . 

TTy  Dea-^  Gousjn; 

I have  your  kind  favorXof  January  8th,  and  take  notjce 
oT  '^our  intent  Jon  to  ret^ove  Kary  fror®^^e  hands  of  J-.rs.  Todd  to  those 
of  your  son  William.  I do  not  su^osXMrs.  Todd  will  be  drav/ing 
any  more  money  on  T'^ary’s  aocoun^^^  at  allN^v^nts,  I v/il?.  not  forv/ard 
anything  further  to  her  v/jtho/(t  your  wr  j t ♦‘erv  d j revnt  i on . 

It  v/as  a great  plea.'u*^  to  ?!rs . Hanill  aW  myself  to  have  you 
present  th  us  ^aturt'^^  night.  I trust  you  enjoyed  the  occasion 

as  much  as  we  did. 

I desjrt3  to  Express  the  great  delight  I had  inVistening  to  the 

account  of  youi^vork  on  Sunday  night.  I have  been  some 

tine  to  calj^i^ur  attention  to  what  has  occasionally  beeX  in  my  mind, 
V/ j th  refjy^nce  to  a phase  of  your  life  and  work  in  Africa,  \^tid  ce  - 
tr.jn  results  that  might  be  <;cr;eritu.ated  by  you. 

f'y  father-in-law  Vr . Gummere,  sometimes  said  that  pro'f'essi  o^al 
did  better  and  broader  work  by  devoting  themselves,  times, 

:o  matters  not  immediately  within  the  range  of  thc?r  prof es si oiii.l 
career;  he  thought  he  ’.vas  the  better  lav^yer  for  dev- ting  himself 
occasionally  to  ecclesiastical  matters,  though  apparently  not  \/ithin 


f/Ayr/. 


Rev . Dr 


run^e  of  his  professional  careet 


A/fjf  yv  . 


Youv*  many  decades  of  devotion  to  the  hif;:hest  of  all  callinn^^i 
unde.'  ci  r.cumstances  that  demand  the  respect  and  admi  »-ation  of  all, 
is  a matter  of  ^reat  satisfaction  to  your  friends  and  to  the  church, 
but  I believe  Yiss  Kingsley  is  right  in  her  int imation^ln  her  ex- 
cellent v/ork  on  West  Africa,  that  Dr.  Nassau  had  within  himself  so 
much  that  v/ould  be  of  interest,  historical,  geographical  and  scien- 
tific. that  he  ought  now  to  take  into  consi  derati  on  v/hether  there  are 
not  obligations  of  this  kind  resting  upon  him  cis  a citizen  or  a cos- 
mopoli tan,  and  perhaps  reach  the  conclusion,  that  as  such,  he  ought 
to  v/'rite  a book,  pro  bono  publico. 


Pai'cion  this  suggestion,  made  with  some  hesitation,  but  made  by 
one  who  has  the  highest  acimi  rati  on  fo  r your  work,  your  Siacr  j f j ces , 
and  an  affection  for  yourself . 

With  kinii  regards, 


Very-  truly  yours, 


I 


Cable  Address: 

INCULCATE,”  NEW  YORK. 
A.  B.  C.  Code,  4th  Edition. 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 


Madison  Squane  Branch. 
P.  0.  Box  No.  2. 


OE  THE 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 

156  Fifth  Avenue. 

Office  of  Secretary. 

New  York, Nov.  Rl  ,, 

Prof.  William  Llbly, 

Prinofttor.,  M.J. 

.My  lear  Profos-:!or; 

Yon  will  recall  a oonvereation  we  had  at  yonr  din- 
ner table  regarding  Dr.  hassan  of  AJ'rioa.  Yentt^day jtho  Board  p»ssed  a 
reeolnt ion  practically  iiermittlng  Dr.  Naesaii  on  hicj return  to  the  fi^M 

I 

f 

to  give  j^inself  entirely  to  the  literar!’’  part  of  mifesion  work.  Ve  in 
effect  said,  - Go  ahead  and  write  a l;ook  pjic.  put  on  paper  the  garnered 
information  of  a gereratior.  of  miesion  work.  This  faa  in  accordance 
with  a i-tiggention  you 

It  oo  .’y*f!  to  ;.;e  t''.=t  posr-ibly  one  of  the  Princeton  chuiohea, 
as  Princeton  issuch  an  intellectual  centre,  might  be  glad  to  support  Dr. 
Nassau  in  his  work.  Understand  the  Board  will  send  hivQ,  whatever  is  done, 
only  I thonghi  in  the  eternal  fitness  of  things  if  say  the  First  Church 
which  last  vear,  if  I re.uember  rightly,  raised  soraeth.ing  like  <^500,  should 
increase*  its  contributioaa  .lust  a little,  they  could  have  the  honor  add 
privilege  of  supporting 
folk-lore  and  all  that  r 
authority.  I thirik  if  y 
I have  a;:ntlor.ed  would  c 


,he  best  informed  man  in  the  world  or.  African 
dates  to  African  life.  I write  this  on  my  own 
>u  consult  with  Dr.  Purvta,  the  view  of  the  case 
Jirmend  itself  to  him. 

Vejr/  sincerely  yours. 


Princeton, N.J., So veEber  23,1899. 


My  dear  Dr.  Sassau 


1 EE  sure  that  you  v/ill  be  pleased  to  read  tne  enclosed 
letter  froai  the  Pe'.  Dr.  1.  W.  Salsey,  Secretary . of  the  Board  of  foreign 
Missions,  and  you  m ^y  find  in  it  some  evidence  of  my  pet\ilcious  activity. 

My  letter  to  you  bad  hardly  diseppeared  from  Princeton  before  I received 
this  evidence  of  li^sults  obtained  from  a little  work  done  last  June. 

I have  alrAjidy  consulted  with  Dr.  Pur?es,and  he  is  aiost  enthusiastic 
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on  the  sub ject;  therefore, i f you  are  agreed, it  seeiDS  to  me  that  all  that 
remains  to  be  done, is  for  you  to  come  to  Princeton  and  allow  us  to  hold  a 
council  oi  war  with  you  and  to  adopt  a program  of  action. 

You  need  fear  nothing  in  the  matter  of  salary, since  the  contributions 
of  the  first  Church  last  year  were  something  over  eight-hundred  dollars, in- 
stead of  five-hundred, as  Dr.  Salsey  intimates. 

I hope  that  you  will  see  in  this  kindly  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  and  of  Princetoni ans  a sincere  regard  for  you  and  a most  kindly  in- 
terest in  your  work. 

I should  be  most  happy  to  have  your  views  upon  the  subject, and  to 
consult  with  you  at  your  early  convenience.  It  is  my  present  plan  to  be  in 
Princeton  all  of  next  week, should  this  suit  your  wishes. 

With  kind  regards,!  am.  Yours  very  truly, 


Form  573. 

RETURN  AFTER  FIVE  DAYS  TO 

The  Board  of  Foreign  M 

OF  THE 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
156  fifth  avenue,  NEW 


Cable  Address: 
‘inculcate,”  new  YORK. 
A.  B.  C.  Code,  4tk  Edition. 

Office  of  Secretary. 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

OF  THE 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  a. 
156  Fifth  Avenue. 


Maoieon  Square  Branch 
P.  O.  Box  Nc.  2. 


New  York, 


May  16,1900  _ 


he  missionaries  weeks 


The  Rev. R.H. Nassau, D. D. , 

516  Queen  Lane, Germantown, pa. 

My  dear  Dr. Nassau:-  ' 

Your  letter  of  May  10th  arrives  Just  as  I am 

M 

preparing  to  leave  for  the  General  Assembly, so  that  I can  make  but  a 
hurried  acknowledgment.  |i 

ii 

I 

I am  very  grateful  to  God  for  the  successful  result  of  the 
operation  which  you  have  undergone,  I wrote  to 

ago  tha  that  the  Board  would  not  insist  upon  youi*  going  to  Batanga, 
but  that  we  would  leave  the  question  of  ,vour  locjtion  to  be  settled 
in  personal  conferences  with  you  after  your  arrival.  Of  course, if 
any  formal  action  of  the  Mission  arrives  before  that  time  I shall  com- 
municate with  you. 

As  we  shall  doubtless  have  opportunities  for  conversation  at 
the  General  Assembly, we  can  talk  the  matter  over  at  that  time. 

In  accor  ance  with  your  request  I return  enclosed  the  letter 
of  your  sister,  I thank  you  for  the  opportunity  of  reading  it. 


In  great  haste, but  always  cordially  yours, 


had  pleas^ire  in  presenting  Ilrs. Hoe’s  offer, together  with  the  followir\g 
Minntejwhlch  was  unanirimisly  adopted: 


"The  Board  learned  v/ith  gratification  of  the  promise  of  Fj*s. 
Robert  Hoe, of  this  city, to  contribute  $1,000  'for  the  purpose  of  start- 
ing an  industrial  department'  in  TIest  Africa.  The  Hoard  instructed  the 
Secretary  for  Africa  to  express  to  Mrs. Hoe  its  high  appreciation  of  her 
generous  and  thoughtful  gift, and  to  assure  her  of  its  cordial  disposi- 
tion to  accept  it  as  soon  as  tlie  necessary  arrangements  can  be  made  for 
the  inauguration  of  the  work.  Further  action  v/as  deferred  until  t}ie 
arrival  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  7,rest  Africa  Hission, 
which  were  expected  to  incliide  some  reference  to  industrial  work, in 
reply  to  Secreti^.ry  Brown's  letter  of  1J,1699." 


ijave  written  to  Mrs  .Hoe , thanJcing  her  in  the  name  of  t>ie 
The  Mission  MiT«i^s  have  just  arrived, and  I hope  that  next 

meeting  of  the  BoaroXe  can  take  some  fiiTjUi-er-^tion.  Meantime  ,v.'e  wish 
both  Mrs. Hoe  and  yourself  to^^mojf'^tTiat  the  Board  cordially  accepts  the 
gift  for  the  opening  of,^Wre  Industi^al  work, so  that  the  only  question 
that  remain  are  th^e  in  detail. 

I note  hv/the  TIissicn  Minutes  that  you  to  be  stationed  at 
Batanga.^l'here  is  no  explanation  or  correspondenc eyonly  the  bare  state- 
ment^n  the  list  of  assignments 


Cordially  yours. 


(COPY) 


West  Africa  Mission, 

March  1,1900. 


Dear  Dr. Brown: - 

In  the  mission  letter  dated  November  21st  1699, we  are 
Informed  of  the  Board''8  action  of  November  20th, requesting  Dr. Nassau  to 
prepare  a volume  or  volumes  on  the  folk-lore  of  the  tribes  of  West 
Africa, and  directing  the  f.iission  to  assign  him  only  such  work  as  will 
be  compatible  with  this  undertaking. 

The  letter  occasioned  us  so^e  ^si^prise  and  "considerable  disap- 

, '"C 

pointment.  The  Mission, keeping  strictly  within  the  limits  of  its 
authority , had  already  a6sx#?:neil  Dr.TTassau  to  Hktan^a  (he  having  also 
requested  such  assign^/^nt)  with  the  expectation  thka^  he  would  assume 

I 

the  care  of  Batanga  Church, left  vacant  by  the  death  if  vjr.Bault.  The 
Presbytery  afterwards  appointed  Dr. Nassau  stated  supply  of  the  Ratanga 
Church, making  Mr.Knauer  moderator  of  the  session  until  his  arrival. 

It  was  a natter  of  exceeding  regret  that, during  these  months  while  Dr. 
Nassau's  return  is  delayed, it  was  necessary  to  icipose  this  work  upon 
Mr.Knauer , whose  tine  was  already  fully  occupied  with  his  large  school 
and  many  affairs  of  the  Station. 

Since  receiving  the  mission  letter  referred  to, Dr. Nassau  has 
written  to  the  field  that  notwithstanding  his  appointment  to  Eatanga, 
he  expects  to  live  at  Gaboon, in  order  to  prosecute  his  literary  labors, 
in  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  Board, thus  mating  his  location  and 
missionary  work  secondary  to  the  writing  of  the  African  folk-lore. 
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In  view  of  this  action  of  the  Board,an<l  the  construction  put  upon 
it  bj-  Dr. Nassau, we  submit  to  you, and  through  you  to  the  Board, the 
following  considerations: 

1.  Without  underestimating  the  value  of  a book  on  the  West 
African  folk-lore, we  suggest  that, in  t is  ''iasion, where  the  climatic 
conditions  are  such  that  only  the  minority  remain  long  enough  to  acquire 
the  language  of  the  people, the  Mission  being  manned  for  the  most  pai’t 
with  new  missionaries, and  that  almost  every  year  there  is  some  Station 
nearly  depleted  of  its  force  of  workers, it  is  doubtful  propriety  for  a 
missionary  of  experience , who  has  also  acquired  more  than  one  of  the 
native  languages, to  sit  down  in  the  midst  of  the  perishing  heathen  to 
write  their  folk-lore  as  his  main  business.  We  think  that  this  work 
might  be  done  as  an  accessory  to  missionary  and  religious  work, or  even 
after  a missionary  has  retired  from  the  field. 

2.  The  missionary  and  religious  work  at  Batan~a,to  which  Dr. 
^’assau  was  appointed,ls  now  being  done  by  Mr.TCnauer ,with  serious  cost 
to  his  school  work.  For  instance, the  session  of  Bat an;  a Church  meets, 
before  each  communion  service , every  day  or  two, and  sometimes  even  three 
weeks.  The  large  work  of  discipline, necessary  in  the  native  churches, 
occupies  most  of  this  time, and  that  work  involves  a constant  strain  upon 
mind  and  heart, of  whj^h  'fr.Knaucr  ought  to  he  relieved  as  soon  as 
possible , lest  the  Boff’d, before  long, may  lose  from  ,t^.e  field  one  of  its 
most  efficient  missionaries. 

3.  The  relation  between  Dr. Nassau  and  certain  of  our  mis- 
sionaries who  are  stationed  at  Baboon  is  so  unfriencily  as  to  make  Dr. 
Nassau's  residence  at  Gaboon  unwise  and  unjust, and  ve  appeal  to  the 
Board  not  to  allow  it. 

4.  Dr. Nassau's  relation  to  a certain  native  woman  of  Gaboon 
has  been  a standing  scandal  in  that  community , among  both  the  native  and 
the  European  populations, for  more  than  ten  years, the  Board  having  been 
informed  of  the  matter  again  end  again.  We  neither  pronounce  nn.'^assau 
"guilty,"  nor  "not  guilty"  of  an  immoral  relation  to  this  woman;  but, 
we  cannot  but  recognize  the  fact  that  in  the  community  of  Gaboon  he  is 
believed  to  be  guilty, and  also, that  his  conduct  has  fully  Justified 
this  impression.  Dr. Nassau  therefore  cannot  help  the  work  of  Christ 

in  that  community , but  his  presence  there  would  greatly  hinder  it, and 
would  be  a grief  to  oi’r  missionaries  stationed  at  Baboon,  ^^oreover, 

Dr. Nassau' 8 letter  leads  us  to  believe  that  he  will  upon  his  return 
give  even  more  occasion  for  scandal.  It  is  therefore  not  improbable 
that  if  Dr. Nassau  returns  to  Gaboon  the  'ission  will  decline  to  appoint 
any  of  its  members  to  that  Station  next  year. 

In  view  of  these  considerations, for  the  sake  cfour  missionaries 
at  Gaboon, and  especially  for  the  cause  of  Christ  in  that  community , it  is 
our  earnest  prayer  and  desire  that  the  Board  will  take  such  action  as 
shall  be  calculated  to  prevent  pr.^’assau  residing  at  Gaboon. 
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Ye  think  it  to  be  for  the  best  Interest  of  our  Mission  and  our 
missionaries  that  this  matter  should  not  at  present  be  made  known  to 
those  who  have  newly  arrived  on  the  field, nor  to  those  who  have  had 
little  or  no  knowledge  of  the  facts  discussed  in  f’^is  letter.  The 
undersigned  include  both  those  who  have  been  longest  on  the  field  and 
those  who  have  had  opportunity  of  knowing  the  work  and  affairs  of 
Gaboon  Station. 

(Signed)/^ Robert  F. Milligan  \ yy 
Edward  A. Ford  ^ 

P.C. Ogden 
Mary  1. Gault 
Frank  D.F. Hickman 

( (I  endorse  the\ 

above  statements  with  the  excep-  i 
tion  of  the  first  part  of  Wo. 4. 

I have  not  ba^n  cognizant  before 
' of  the  senticfents  therein  ex- 


(Signed)  P.Menkel  ^ 


pressed) . 


X 


(While  I do  not  believe  that 
Dr. Nassau  has  been  guilty  of  < 
immoral  conduct,!  think  it  V 

best  for  the  work  at  Gaboon 
that  he  be  not  sent  there, unless  ^ 
he  marry  the  woman  Jane  Harrington. 

Then, as  he  himself  does  not  care 
to  attend  to  the  shipping 
duties, it  entails  costs  which 
others  ma>  avoid). 

F.  G.Knauer 
A.H.Knauer 


M.L.Reutllnger 
,,  R.H.De  Heer 

(As  Fo.4  rests  prin- 
cipally upon  the  personal  obser- 
vation and  knowledge  of  those 
connected  with  Dr. Nassau  at  Gaboon, 
we  hesitate  to  express  ourselves 
as  fully  competent  to 
endorse  its  statements.  Its  final 
clause  seals  their  view  of  the 
matter. 


(With  the  remark  that 
our  acquaintance  with  the  facts 
stated  in  No. 4 is  not  based  on 
personal  observation^^ 


COPY 


WHEREAS: 

The  West  Africa  ^'iEsion,at  its  annual  meeting, held  in  December 
1889, assigned  Rev.R.H.Has8au,D.D.to  Batanga  for  such  part  of  the  en- 
suing j/ear  as  he  should  be  on  the  field, this  assignment  agreeing  with 
the  personal  request  of  Dr. Nassau, addressed  to  the  mission.  And 


W^TREAS: 

The  Board, at  XtB  meeting  of  November  20, 1899, as  communicated 
to  the  Mission  in  the  Scission  Letter  of  November  2l3t , "re quested  Dr, 
Nassau  to  prepare  a volume  or  volumes  on  the  subject  of  African  folk- 
lore,and  directed  the  West  Africa  Mission  to  assign  him, on  his  return 
from  his  furlough  to  $uch  form  of  missionary  work  as  will  give  him  the 

i 

necessary  leisure  ani» opportunity . " This  action  hax'ing  been  taken  too 


late  for  consideration  hy  the  Mission  as  a whole, ar’ift  yet  before  the 


Board  could  be  informed 
views  them. 

The  Executive 
ment  of  Dr. Nassau  to  Fa 
reqiiests  the  Board  to  c 
it  will  stand  for  the  p 


of  the  needs  of  Batanga  Station, as  the  Mission 

ommlttee  of  the  Mission, believing  this  assign- 
anga  to  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  work, 
nfirra  the  assignment , assuming  meanwhile  that 
esent  as  it  was  made  by  the  Mission. 


(Signed)  P.O.Knauer 

Edward  A.Pcrd 
David  H. Devor 


Executive  Committee 


/ 


.erx> 


-<=»<.  ft. 


M 


tt^  ^ 

— - 4-^ 


/ 


V ^ 


. !• 


4 <« 


/T 


c4-, 

.=^  r7^  ^ 


c. 


«-cy^  -t 


(/?, 


. -{^  . 

/3 

^ /d^, 


4 4 


'4eu>c  , /f-^^ 


4: 


eu 


rt  ^.  ^?' 


-/ 


‘-lV  ‘=x^  ^-fci:; 


/ 


/J 


C^ 


'; 


A<*^ 


6^ — 


(f?,  J/r  ^ 


7 ' /7«^ 


•V 


{linin' 


<z^ 


^:>f^ 


/-  ^ 


c/  uu^ 


^ A^ 


T^t 


1 


fifing ' 


-/ 

y*^ 


r 


n^ 


/ 


. C 


aOO  >0., 


^ ,0^ 


C^ 


. j4?^ 


X>  -'^'^ 


it  1529.  V 

f estern  Union  Telegraph  Co. 

W INCORPORATED.  O JL 

GABLE  SERVICE  TO  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD. 

j 

AY  NO  CHARGES  ON  THIS  MESSAGE. 


T*rm  No.  1. 


THE  WESTERN  UNION  TELEGRAPH  COMPANY, 


INCORPORATED 


21,000  OFFICES  IN  AMERICA.  CABLE  SERVICE  TO  ALL  THE  WORLD. 


This  Company  TRANSMITS  and  DELIVERS  messages  only  on  conditions  limiting  its  liability,  which  have  been  assented  to  by  thesemlerof  the  following  uai 
Errors  can  be  guarded  against  only  bv  repeating  a messiigo  back  to  the  sending  station  for  comparison,  and  the  Company  will  not  hold  itself  liable  for  errors  or 
te  transmission  or  delivery  of  Un  repeute'il  Me..8ages,  beyond  the  amount  of  tolls  paid  thereon,  nor  m any  case  where  the  claim  is  not  presented  m writing  within  sixty 
after  the  message  is  filed  with  the  Company  for  transmission.  , „ 

This  is  an  UNREFEATED  MES)SAGE,  and  is  delivered  by  request  of  the  sender,  under  the  conditions  nzAea  il>ov«. 

THOS.  T.  ECKERT,  President  and  General  M dnaej^rw  . - 


NUMBER 


. W 

^ — -<f  /fef  A",  ^tc:^ 

/^x.  A p^  A;- 


27 /r^'"  A^T 


\ 


5^3 


A 


--  \. 


I,,'  ' 


y.  ^rr ' 


\ 
\ 


I r ■ / 

(« '- 
^ C?U.J^^C<^y  Azf  J 

^ ^ AiS^r--5'  )6 

. ‘ 


I 


' /2  * V 

. .-JV 

y z,, 


cv 


T 

3%: 


■ -T  r'X^^'na 


y^iia  y 


. * -€%.■ 


H-^  - 


/ 


<~~iz:..c^  '^^4--zt„  , 'V, 

■'  ' ' ' 


// 


A;-f/  (2  ' - w.-,//: 

/?  . y/  c.  ^rr>^ 

■ff  /—/^u 

♦ -^  / 

-r'^f  '>:-  t V , /'/.-  c4ic 

/ / // 
y-5?  Vt- 


« ' i . . .*.  V '«■<*  V 

d£^r- 


rm  T- 


i^,-/ 


.A^ 

* r ^ _ 


r ^ ^ 


, . yi  / 


J ^ ^ 


‘=«^';Xw.  g /Ovr^ 

/^uotiyC^^y^  (^L/r-ou-y^ 

I Ly^yL 


My'-VLyt^  «-, 


2 .oX-//-  'tr 


N. 


The  Ooraralttee  on  Africa  and  the  Executive  Council  presented  the 
following  report, which  was  adopted: 

Communications  were  presented  from  the  Executive  Committee  and 


from^he  West  Africa  mission, regarding  the  Board's  action  of  November 


20, 1699, authorising  the  Rev. Dr. R.H, Nassau  to  engage  in  literary  work, 
and  asking  the  Board  to  confirm  the  Mission  action  assigning  Dr. Nassau 
to  the  Batanga  Station.  The  Committee  feels  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 


2^h,bt^  it  calls  the  attention  of 


reconsi’ 


the  y.'ission  and  of  Dr.Nassai^to  the  fact  tf< 


he  Board's  action  is  not 


inconsistent  with  the  performance  by  Dr. Nassau  of  a reasonable  amount 
of  missionary  work, that  indeed  it  assumed  such  work, and  that  the  Board's 
action  did  not  indicate  the  Station  at  which  Dr. Nassau  should  be  located. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Mission 
will  be  held  soon  after  Dr. Nassau's  return  to  the  field, and  of  his 
earnest  desire  that  the  Mission  as  a whole  have  an  opportunity 

to  pass  upon  the  question  of  his  location  whan  ho  himself  is  present, 
we  recommend  that  the  Hoard  refer  the  question  of  location  to  the  Mis- 
sion,with  the  understanding  that  the  Board  will  support  the  Mission  in 
its  decision, and  that  Dr. Nassau  himself  shall  accept  that  decision  as  a 
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Cable  Address: 

INCULCATE,'*  NEW  YORK. 
A.  B.C.  Code,  4th  Edition. 

Office  of  Secretary. 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

OF  THE 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 
166  Fifth  Avenue. 


Post  Office  Box  F, 
Station  O. 


New  York, July  . 3,1900  i8g 


The  Rev. R.H. Nassau, D*D. , 

Colonial  Inn,Borclentown,N.  J, 
My  dear  Dr.Nassau:- 


The  Committee  on  Africa  and  the  Executive 
Council  met  again  yesterday , and  careful  consideration  was  given  to 
your  letters  of  June  20th, 26th  and  28th.  The  whole  matter  was  again 
traversed.  The  result  was  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  yesterday 
afternoon, the  Africa  Committee, through  its  Chairman, Dr. R.R. Booth, pre- 
sented the  following  report, which  was  adopted: 

"The  Committee  on  Africa  and  the  Executive  Council  have  given 
further  consideration  to  the  case  of  the  Rev. Dr .Nassau, and  have  also 
considered  several  letters  which  have  since  been  received  from  him* 

As  his  letter  of  June  20th  states  that  it  is  not  his  desire  that  this 
matter  should  be  referred  to  the  Mission, as  the  Board  determined  at  its 
last  meeting  in  deference  to  the  supposed  desire  of  Dr. Nassau  himself, 
but  that  it  should  be  passed  upon  by  the  Board  in  New  York, we  recommend 
that  the  last  paragraph  of  the  action  of  the  Board, taken  June  18th, be 
stricken  out, and  that  in  lieu  of  it  the  following  be  inserted: 

The  Board  cannot  wisely  ignore  the  considerations  advanced 
in  the  letters  from  the  field, and  it  is  its  conviction  that  the  in- 
terests of  the  work  can  be  best  subserved  by  Dr. Nassau's  assignment  to 
the  Batanga  Station, a conviction  which  is  strengthened  by  a two  hour’s 
personal  conference  between  the  Committee  and  Council  and  Dr. Nassau 
himself, and  the  careful  reading  of  the  various  letters  which  Dr. Nassau 
has  since  written." 

The  first  paragraph  of  the  former  action  of  course  stands  as 
before, 

I feel  keenly, my  dear  Doctor, about  this  whole  matter, and  as  I 
wrote  you  before, it  has  distressed  me  not  a little.  But  you  will  agree 
with  me  that  the  subject  has  been  quite  thoroughly  canvassed.  The 
report  as  now  finally  adopted, represents  the  result  of  three  Joint 
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June  22,l?00  iSg 


dear  Dr. Nassau: - 


I ^ave  carefully  read  your  two  letters  of  the 
20th  inst.jthe  one  addressed  to  me  personally  and  the  other  officially. 

I take  up  in  order  the  questions  on  which  you  write. 

, 1.  Mr. Milligan’ 8 letter  was  evidently  such  a personal  letter 

to  me  as  you  yourself  have  jiritten.  It  is  doing  you  no  injustice  not 
to  send  you  a copy  of  it, especially  as  the  Africa  Committee  in  that 
afternoon  conference  told  yftii  the  substance  of  the  most  important  point, 

I 

1'^ 

namely, that  Mr. Milligan  con^dently  believes  that  you  are  Innocent  of 
immorality, but  that  "in  thii  community, even  by  our  best  natiye  Chris- 

I 

tian8,he  is  regarded  as  guilty."  And  that  Mr, Milligan  himself , under  a 
deep  sense  of  responsibility  to  God, felt  "conqpelled  to  take  the  in- 
itiative in  this  protest." 

The  Committee  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  incorporate  in 
its  report  any  reference  to  your  visit  to  Libreville, for  the  reason 
that  such  a visit  would  be  a temporary  and  personal  matter.  It  was 
the  thought  of  the  Coramittea  and  of  the  Board  that  officially  you  are  a 
member  of  the  Batanga  Station, and  that  you  will, of  course , receive  your 
salary  from  its  treasurer. 

2.  I am  placed  under  a responsibility  that  is  rather  painful 
and  embarrassing  to  me  by  your  statement, "you  all  had  so  fully  ignored 
that  part  of  the  Gaboon  letter,"  (point  four).  As  a matter  of  fact, it 


2 


was  very  far  from  the  thought  of  the  Committee  and  the  Board  to  ignore 
that  point.  Indeed, that  paint  was  believed  to  be  the  most  vitally  im- 
portant of  all.  The  Commistee  voted  to  make  no  reference  to  it  in  its 
report  for  the  sole  reason  thatit  did  not  wish  to  place  on  the  official 
records  of  the  Board, to  be  sent  to  the  General  Assembly  and  to  become 
a part  of  the  history  of  aour  life  work  and  of  the  Africa  Mission, 

available  to  any  who  wish®  it, even  the  faintest  reference  the  words 

* 

"woman, ""scandal, " etc.  ,li^  connection  with  your  honored  and  beloved 
name.  But  the  Committee  lilt  that  its  attitude  was  adequately  expressed 
by  Dr . Gillespie • s letter  to  you  of  July  30,1895.  You  remember  that  the 

letter  referred  to  was  read  in  your  hearing, and  you  stated  that  you 

1 . 

remembered  it  and  that  yoi/  had  received  it.  In  the  private j session 
of  the  Committee  it  was  understood  that  Dr. Booth, the  Chairman, should 
state  those  considerations  to  you  verbally, for  the  reasons  which  I 
have  indicated.  But  it  is  only  fair  that  I should  tell  you, my  dear 
Doctor, that  while  not  a single  member  of  the  Committee  belives  for  a 
moment  that  you  are  guilty  of  any  immorality^  ^t  was  the  unanimous 
conviction  of  the  Committee  that  your  own  statement  as  to  your  treatment 
of  the  woman, even  had  there  been  no  letters  from  the  field  at  all, 
would  have  Justified  the  charge  of  indiscretion  and  the  position  taken 
in  Dr. Gillespie's  letter, which  position  the  Committee  made  its  own  in 
that  afternoon  conference  with  you. 

I have  no  objection  to  changing  the  first  paragraph  of  the  Com- 
mittee's report  so  as  to  maie  it  read  as  you  suggest , namely, "eleven 
members  of  the  Mission, including  the  three  members  of  the  Executive 
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Committee,"  and  will  take  >ihe  responsibility  of  doing  so. 

I am  very  much  surprised  by  your  statement  that  you  have  no  desire 
to  have  the  matter  passed  jppon  by  the  Mission.  The  day  that  you 
lunched  with  Dr. Halsey  and  me, both  Dr. Halsey  and  I got  the  distinct 
impression  that  that  was  your  desire, and  in  so  changing  the  report  as 
to  refer  the  case  to  the  lUssion^we  all  believed  that  we^complying  with 
your  own  urgent  wish.  Sons  of  us  had  serious  doubts  as  to  the  wisdom 
of  referring  the  matter  tojthe  Mission, in  view  of  the  fact  that  that 
body  is  so  largely  composed  of  young  missionaries  who  have  no  knowledge 
of  the  facts.  We  felt  that  the  Mission  might  be  put  to  great  embarrass- 
ment,but  because  we  all  had  a most  cordial  desire  to  meet  ydur  wishes 


as  far  as  possible, the  cha/ige  was  made.  If , however, you  do 


f 


ot  desire 


to  have  the  question  passed  upon  by  the  Mission, but  prefer  to  have  the 
Board  clear  up  the  matter  |ln  New  York,!  think  we  might  bring  it  up 
again  at  the  next  meeting, of  the  Board.  Dr, Halsey  is  with  me  as  I 
dictate  these  words, and  says  that  they  represent  his  judgment.  It  was 
in  the  hearts  of  all  to  make  this  last  action  as  kind  and  courteous  as 
possible, and  it  is  rather  disappointing  to  us  that  you  regard  it  as 
"curt"  and  unsatisfactory. 

The  whole  question  has  distressed  me  not  a little, for  I have  come 
to  have  a warm  personal  friendship  for  you  during  your  visit  in  the  home 
land, and  I am  as  deeply  disturbed  by  this  matter  as  if  you  were  my  own 
father,  I want  you  to  feel, my  dear  Doctor, ray  personal  confidence  in 
you, and  yet  I am  sure  you  will  appreciate  the  responsibilities  and 
limitations  which  my  position  involves. 

Sincerely  yours. 
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The  Rev. R.H. Nassau, D. D. , 

Colonial  Inn,Bordentown,N.J. 
My  dear  Dr. Nassau: - 


New  York, July  9 ,1.900 iSg 


I have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  6th 
inst.  I am  sorry  if  there  was  any  misunderstanding  regarding  the 
suggestion  that  you  and  Mrs.Oault  meet  while  you  were  in  New  York. 

At  the  time  to  which  you  refer, I remember  asking  you  whether  I should 
not  call  her  back  and  your  expression  of  disinclination, while  Mr. Hand 
reiterates  to  me  this  morning  the  statement  to  which  I referred  in 

,<  I# 

my  letter.  Perhaps  the  word  urging  was  too  strong.  \ 

I.  The  whole  matter, my  dear  Doctor, is  distressllg  me  very  deeply. 
Perhaps'  you  do  not  realize  how  large  a place  you  have  taken  in  my 
heart  since  you  returned  to  the  United  States.  USy  friendship  for  you 
had  become  so  strong, warm  and  deep  that  the  necessity  for  being  the 
mouthpiece  of  the  Board  in  the  pending  correspondence  has  been  one  of 
the  most  painful  duties  of  my  life.  But  I can  still  most  truly  sub- 
scribe myself. 


Affectionately  yours. 
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The  pev. R.H, Nassau, D, I). , 

Colonial  Inn,Borclentown,N. J 
My  dear  Dr.Nassau:- 


Your  letter  of  the  10th  inst. brings  me  great 


relief  and  Joy,  I believe  with  all  my  heart  that  you  have  been  wisely 
guided  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  You  can  be  of  great  service  to  the  cause 
of  Christ  in  Batanga. 

And  now, will  you  not  permit  me, my  dear  brother, tj  express  the  hope 
that  your  relations  with  the  missionaries  who  addressijd  the  Board  re- 
garding you  may  be  amictble?  No  one  of  them  expressel  any  personal 
feeling  antagonistic  to  you.  All  wrote  under  what  thiy  believed  to  be 
a sense  of  duty.  You  know  far  better  than  I how  vital  to  the  interests 
of  the  work  is  harmony  among  misslcnarles,aDd  how  distressing  and  far- 
reaching  are  the  evil  consequences  of  disunion  among  a little  handful 
of  men  and  women  who  are  thrown  so  closely  together  so  many  thousands 
of  miles  from  home. 

I wish  again  to  tell  you  of  my  own  personal  love  for  you, and  of 
my  ardent  desire  that  our  relations  may  continue  to  be  most  delightful. 

I need  only  add  that  I have  not  written  to  the  Mission  on  the 
subject, but  that  the  letter  containing  the  Board's  action  and  the  ex- 
tract from  my  letter  to  you  regarding  the  mind  of  the  Committee  has  been 
mailed  only  to  the  persons  who  sent  communications  to  the  Board. 


cordially  yours. 
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'C 


The  Iicv.  R.  II.  Nassau,  C.  D., 

,650  North  15th  Street, 

Philadelphia,  Penna. 

..y  deer  Lr.  Nassau. - 

1 deeply  regret  that  it  has  been  necessary  to  keep  you  in 
suspense  so  long. j Some  time  ago,  I had  pleasure  on  behalf  of  the 


in  recomnending  that  the  Boar;^  apvnove  your  return 


e recommendr tier  had  to  go  in jlhe  usual  course 


Executive  Council 
to  .fries  • But  t' 

to  the  CoirjT.ittee  < r\  .'.frica,  and  the  first  ueetiiig  of  the  Board  to 
which  the  Committee  cculd  report  was  held  y-esterday  afternoon, 
you  knew,  1 wrs  ih  Trinceton  last  week,  but  on  returning  to  .\ey,  York, 

I at  once  commuricated  with  the  Rev.  Lr . Booth,  the  ouairman  of  the 
Committee.  Re  informed  tre  that  he  had  received  a letter  from  you  d:  ted 
the  11th  inst.,  and  that  the  Comrittee  had  giver  further  and  cereful 
consideration  to  'he  whole  question  in  the  light  of  your  cenrourication . 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  the  fifteenth  instrt,  the  Coirar.ittre, 
through  its  Chairtran,  Dr.  Booth,  presented  the  I'cllowing  report  which 
was  ureni:.cusly  adopted:- 

"The  Committee  on  Africa  and  the  i:,x|cutive  Council,  to  wnich 
was  referred  bythe,  Board  at  its  meeting  Februofy  1st  the  question  of 
the  return  cf  the  Ircv.  hobero  h.  Nassau,  L . D.|  to  the  /.est  Africa  is- 

sion  make  the  followirg  recormiendations : , ^ 

"First;  That  the  Board  be  advised  te  sanction  the  return  oi 
.r.  Nassau  to  his  field  whenever  it  is  conveni|nt  for  him  to  go  wit. 

the  approval  of  his  medical  adviser.  „ 

Cecond;  That  the  Board  affectionately  counsel  r.  ,.a3^au  to 
seek  to  m-i.e  his  return  to  the  field  in  which  f'e  has  labored  with  such 
succe-s  for  ever  f'  rty  years  and  where  his  reT4lf^i'''E 

in  tVie  course  of  nhture  necessarily  be  few,  the  occasion  of  an  incrco- 
of  harmony  among  these  who  are  engaged  with  ir  in  that  worn,  that  he 
full  enjoyment  of  Christian  fellowship  and  success  be  realized  r tnoi 

irpertant  and  interest  i''g  field. 

Ihird;  That  in  view  of  the  condit  ens  existing  ir  the  •c-t 
.-frlca  . issicn,  thp  Comirittcc  end  the  Council  recomnend  that  .ecietcry 


(Dr.  KassaU/ . 


Halsey  and  some  member  of  the  Board  be  sent  cut  if  possible  during 
tliis  pi'esent  calendar  year  with  full  power  to  counsel  with  tl,e 
brethren  ccncerrlr.,;^  the  difficulties  cf  their  pcsiticr.  and  any 
changes  which  the  interests  of  the  work  may  reiiuire.  r>uch  a visita- 
tion appears  tc  be  especially  iir.pcrtant  in  viev;  of  the  fact  th*' t sug- 
gestiors  of  a differing  end  often  conflicting  chart'cter  have  coue  to 
the  office  frerr.  ths  brethren  cf  this  field  and  that  the  conditiens 
of  labor  there  ere  ^n  respects  ejuite  peculiar  in  oui‘  mitsionri'p 

experience-  ;.c  ttisrefere  feel  sbitgsd  that  such  a visitation  premj^t- 
ly  accorapl isVied  could  *^01  fell  to  bring  about  soj'ie  very  important  and 
beneflc  « si  results . ” 


The  concluding  section  cf  course  refers  to  the  repeated  re- 
quests of  the  Mssion  that  representatives  of  the  Board  should  visit 
the  field.  i 

I statjd  to  the  Comi  ittee  that  I had  promised  jcu  and  *..r. 
Hamill  an  opporturity  to  make  a verbal  statement  if  any  action  was  con- 
templated that  mi;;  ,t  be  deemed  adverse  to  your  ijnter-  sis,  but  the  Cem- 
mittee  felt  that  t -e  3cat*d‘*s  action  was  so  far  ih\  accord  with  >our  wishes 


that  il  w^.uld  not 


jC  necessary  to  out  you  and  ^^r.  Kami  11  to  tlio  tiCdb^e 

ou 


cf  coping  to  Kew  v\rk.  Cf  c curse,  however,  if  either  or  both  of  yi 

/ 

wish  tc  come  fer  any  further  conference,  you  will  be  most  welcorre. 

oill  you  kindly  inform  me  at  your  corvenience  ^thenyou  wish  to 
sail  so  that  I c&n  make  the  necessary  ad justiTients  in  our  appropriations 

for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year-  I pray  that  God  mai  lovingly  bless  you 

( 

in  all  your  plans.  You  are  held  in  high  regard  1;y  ky  the  BcarO , and  v,e 

1 

shall  follow  you  with  earnest  anC  affectionate  prayer. 

Cordially  yours, 
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